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WE NEED A STAR 
By Chartes Easton 


THE Cansumas world is dim this year. Above the hud- 
died sheep the war clouds lower. Mists of suspicion 
close around the sleeping towns. Men look fearfully to- 
wards their possesmons lest they too fall among robbers. 
In the darkness of this winter landscape we need a star. 


Yet before a dark picture our vision is sharpened, and 
we often sce much in a dim Nativity because we look for 
a. A crook takes shape within a knocling shepherd's hands 
and Mary's robe 1s faintly bordered with the lihes of peace. 
We were gay in the bright lights of more comfortable 
Christmasscs. but did we sometumes see no further than the 
laden tables and the hghted wees of our prosperous West- 


well draw nigh @ we place curscives 


honed window s dim besade the mellow glow 
ht is on the darkest sight that the cars are brightcn. and 
m our own dark night the star of lowe may be scee. 


The star icads ower desert places. through difficulty doubt 
and despax Many who follow the ways of lowe and peace 
are cwen now adraft m the gleces of 2 cued per- 
plened. On the piigrem’s way the of Herod and 
the slaughter of the maocents. but af the last God = Mas 
served aed adored 

The mee who the meade thet powrecy 
called wee We eho arc knowledgeable abou sw much 
most ther wiedom docs oot come good 
2 whol Ife attuned Got Hoe the 
of ths bectx can be resolved 2 prob 
lem personal to cach man and women To on cor 


and offered thelr gifts kt is owt of our treasure that we 
must give thes Chrnstmastide 

It fittung to pass our troubled Chnstmas im pilgrim- 
age. though our jouracy will not end at a lighted shrinc 
ht will begin there. The star we anced will icad us out into 
the dark places of men's minds We shall broadcast the 
pov of goodwill towards men and our deeds will be for the 
healing of the nations 
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earnest God-filled purpose which shall possess us utterly 
is to take the first sep on the road to wisdom. The Christ- 
mas world awaits im anguish until men and women set fcot 
upon the Way. 

The wise men of the Christmas story came from the 
East. it was in hearts attuned to religious silence that 
they saw by faith the hope of Love. This Western iife 
gives lathe opportunity to be quiet and many religsous folk 
have so many committecs that they have little time for 
God. We mun learn to do less that we may do more. A 
queet Christmas ss a good ume to decide along which road 
of cur abilities the sar is guiding ws When we know 
what Love will have ut do we can safely throw off all the 
rest. Those who travel by the sar must travel light 

- The wise men of the Ean bore gifts to offer at ther 

em world? We complacently remarked that few Tiny journcy's end Born to the security of wealth, wedded to 7 

often trudged m vain to find needy recipients of ther a- =, cherished in their distant land. When they had come 

where the star had led them. they opened thew treasure 
what was bidden mm the haze of our prosperity: Indian 

chuidren shut out from the feast of plenty. homeless and 

statcless doomed to pay a life-long price for our security: 

sufferers. black and brown and yellow. who await rodemp- 

tion from a life-teme’s pam for the price of a packet of 

our Cigareties spent m pemclhn A dark Chrstmas will be 

well spent cnables us to remember the hungry who 

have yet to be Giled with good things Rodemptioe may 

those who 

m and m the shadow of death 

For a w im the dark picture that the star is brilliant. | PRICE REDUCTIONS 

When the robe of Mary s of mchest blue and the men 

knee! m shining vosiments. onc must look carefully to sce 

the star at ali When the shepherds are warmly clad and | 

the Babe hes mm a carved cradle the star outesde the mul- | 

draw aighcr because a frightened poopie then cyc to 

ment. cven though a be at Beyond 

to which leads. bat the workdd will act be redeemed by 
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FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS CAROL 

you wil fad our eght-page hyma-sheet useful 
Chretans Awake !, The First Nowell; Silent Night; Now 
the joyful Christmas morning, Hart. what asthem Gils 
the sky, O little town of Bethichem. | beard the bells on 
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